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After years of discussion, charts and presentations, the Air Force expects by month’s end to announce which company will get
its $40 billion contract for 179 new aerial tankers. Boeing is offering the KC-767, a derivative of the company’s 767 commercial
jetliner. Northrop Grumman and EADS are teaming to offer the KC-30, a variant of the A330 built by EADS subsidiary Airbus.

TANKER RIVALS, HEAD TO HEAD

THE CONTENDERS
Northrop Grumman/EADS KC-30
Base plane: A330

Boeing KC-767
Base plane: 767

U.S. (85%): Baseline commercial assembly, finishing, propulsion, boom and hose/drogue

JAPAN (9%): Fuselage skin panels, landing gear doors, cargo and passenger doors, wing-to-body fairings

ITALY (3%): Ailerons, elevators, spoilers, rudder

U.K. (1%): Wing leading edges

Other international suppliers (2%)

U.S. (58%): Final assembly, militarization, propulsion

GERMANY (14.9%): Primary fuselage subassembly

FRANCE (13.1%): Fuselage, nose, cockpit

U.K. (7.9%): Wings

SPAIN (6.1%): Tail

WHERE IT’S MADE

Boeing KC-767 TANKER Northrop Grumman/EADS KC-30
$120 million to $130 million Commercial price About $160 million

159 feet, 2 inches Length 192 feet, 11 inches
156 feet, 1 inch Wingspan 197 feet, 10 inches

52 feet Height 57 feet, 1 inch
400,000+ pounds Max takeoff weight 513,000 pounds
202,000+ pounds Max fuel capacity 250,000 pounds

6,800 pounds per minute Boom offload 8,000 pounds per minute
2,680 pounds per minute Wing pod offload 2,800 pounds per minute
4,020 pounds per minute Centerline hose 4,000 pounds per minute

Up to 190 Passengers Up to 226
Up to 19 463L pallets* Cargo Up to 32 463L pallets*

Up to 97 patients Patients Up to 126 patients
7,000 feet (max fuel load, military specifications) Required runway 7,000 feet (max fuel load, military specifications)

Yoke, hydraulic Controls Side-stick, fly-by-wire
Pratt & Whitney PW4062 Engines General Electric CF6-80E1A4B

Italy, Japan Customers Australia, Britain, Saudi Arabia, UAE
■ Boeing 767-300 wings Base plane Airbus A330-200
■ Boeing 767-400 nose/cockpit/flaps/avionics suite
■ Boeing 767-200 fuselage/flight controls

Favored by many defense analysts, though years Status First U.S. aircraft flown to Toulouse, France,
behind on deliveries to Japan and Italy. Nighttime where it awaits militarization. Boom flight-tested
 F-15 refueling, Jan. 29; Japanese tanker granted with dry contact to F-16 but no fuel transfer to date.

FAA certification, Feb. 13.

*108 inches length x 88 inches width, up to 5 tons
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TODAY’S FLEET

KC-135 Stratotanker KC-10 Extender
Contractor Boeing Boeing
Unit price** $39.6 million $88.4 million
Length 136 feet, 3 inches 181 feet, 7 inches
Wingspan 130 feet, 10 inches 165 feet, 4 inches
Height 41 feet, 8 inches 58 feet, 1 inch
Max takeoff weight 322,500 pounds 590,000 pounds
Deployed 1956 1981
Inventory Active duty: 195 Active duty: 59

Air National Guard: 251
Air Force Reserve: 84

**In 1998 dollars

THE CRITERIA

1  Mission capability (key system requirements,
system integration software, product support,
program management, technology maturity 
and demonstration)

2  Risk
3  Past performance
4  Price, lifecycle cost
5  Integrated fleet refueling assessments

1  Air refueling capability
2  Fuel offload and range at least as great as the KC-135
3  Compliant Communication, Navigation, Surveillance/Air Traffic Management equipment
4  Airlift capability
5  Ability to take on fuel while airborne
6  Sufficient force protection measures
7  Ability to network into the information available in the battle space
8  Survivability measures (defensive systems, Electro-Magnetic Pulse hardening, 

chemical/biological protection, etc.)
9  Provisioning for a multi-point refueling system to support Navy and allied aircraft

The Air Force will evaluate the contenders using
objective measurements, called key performance
parameters, and subjective ones, called factors.
FACTORS

KEY PERFORMANCE PARAMETERS

Sources: Boeing, EADS,
Northrop Grumman,

staff research


