
“…they are very, very similar…Mayport fares quite 
well…” Admiral Roughead, Chief of Naval Operation before the House Armed 

Services Committee Feb 24th, 2010 describing the hurricane risk between Norfolk, 
Virginia and Mayport, Florida.



Category 1-5 Hurricanes within 10NM
(NOAA)
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INCREASE in likelyhood of a HURRICANE in MAYPORT, FLORIDA 
compared to Norfolk, Virginia (NOAA Data)
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- SSBNs in Bangor, WA (ONE West Coast Base)
- EA-6B’s in Whidbey Island, WA (ONE West Coast Base)

SSBNs in Kings Bay, GA 
(ONE East Coast Base)

B-2 Whiteman AFB, Knob 
Noster, MO

CVN’s: FIVE Homeport Bases 

What’s Next for Strategic Dispersal??



Harbor Access

San Diego – 2000 ft wide 
shore to shore

Pearl Harbor– 1100 ft wide 
shore to shore

Bremerton, WA– 2000 ft wide 
shore to shore



Harbor Access

Norfolk
-Channels is over 4,500  feet shore 
to shore, widest of all CVN 
homeports.

Mayport
- One channel about 1000 feet wide shore to 
shore. The narrowest of all CVN homeports.
- Easily blocked by rogue freighter, large 
personal pleasure craft or disabled naval vessel.
- Potential for another Pearl Harbor
- Little to no protection from hurricanes
- Direct access to open ocean may be hard to 
protect



All Five Carriers in port at the same time 
just 1% of the time in the last 6 years.



Competing Priorities

Adding a 6th CVN homeport: 
up to $1 billion

Unfunded Navy Requirements:  
$523 million

Unfunded Marine Corps 
Requirements:  $351 million

Unfunded Air Force
Requirements: $548 million

Unfunded Army
Requirements:  $359 million



“We are spending $4 billion a day in this 

government that we do not have and meanwhile 

our share of  global GDP has fallen from 32% to 

24% in one decade. So to spend that kind of  

money to get no additional gain in terms of  

military capability is boarding on scandalous.” 
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